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Marge Bernhardt
State Lecturer
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New Haven County Pomona No. 5

New Haven County Pomona through the strength of its Community 
Granges offers collective wisdom and experience to enhance the 
individual leadership skills, pride in Grange ritual and camaraderie to 
all citizens in the communities in which we serve!

MISSION STATEMENT

✓

✓

✓

Cheshire No. 23

Wallingford No. 33

North Haven No. 35

NEW HAVEN COUNTY POMONA 
#5
Corr: Wesle Dymoke
Dec. 8:  (Sunday) – Open 
Meet ing  in  Cheshire , 
Program- Our Christmas – 
Bring a $3 gift to exchange.  
Potluck supper to follow.

CHESHIRE GRANGE #23
Corr: A. Ruel Miller
Nov. 5:  Young at Heart
Nov. 19:  Thanksgiving 
Dinner
  We got our new Grange 
year off to a good start by 
hosting a dinner at our 
hall for the State Grange 
Social Connection. It was 
an appreciation dinner for 
members working with the 
State Master these last four 
years. A program followed.
  Our members are getting 
items ready for the annual 
Cheshire  Food Bank this 
fall. Will have a fund raising 
dinner on November fi rst  for 
a local hiking club that we 
do each year. Just another 
mention of our third annual 
craft show to be held at our 
hall on Saturday, December 
13th.

WALLINGFORD GRANGE #33
Corr: Dan Lauttenbach

On Aug. 26 there was 
a very short business 
meeting and discussion of 
the upcoming Fair.
 On Sept. 11- “Fair Work 
Night” – this was strictly a 
work night for the fair.
 On Sept. 13 – from 10 
A.M. to 9 P.M. we held 
our 80th Annual Fair.  All 
departments were well 
represented.  There was 
marked increases in the 
number of needlework 
exhibits.  We had vendors 
on the front lawn and all 
seemed to be making out 
well.  The Grange food booth 
was busy most of the day.  
We had some games and 
coloring books for the kids 
and they were being well 
used.  The weather was 
fair most of the day but just 

as the Chicken Barbecue 
Dinner was to start it started 
to rain.  So this might have 
dampened some last minute 
sales but we did manage 
to sell close to 150 dinners 
which was up from last year.  
The Record-Journal sent 
a reporter down to cover 
our Fair and there was a 
very positive article on our 
Fair the next day.  Then 
we were even mentioned 
in the opinion page under 
the “Likes” of the week the 
next Saturday.  See www.
Myrecord-journal.com and 
search for “grange.”
 On Sept. 25 we held 
our Installation of Offi cers 
with Jody Cameron and 
Jeff Barnes’ installation 
team doing the honors 
in a beautiful ceremony.  
Most of the officers went 
back in again this year but 
Anne Cella will be our new 
Lecturer.
 Don’t miss our Tag & 
Bake Sale on November 8 
from 8 A.M. to 12 Noon.
 O n  N o v e m b e r  1 3 - 
“Cooking Demonstration” 
b y  R o b i n  a n d  A n n e .  
Refreshments will be from 
the cooking demo.

NORTH HAVEN GRANGE #35
Corr: A. Tolette
Nov. 4:  What’s Cooking?  
Bring non-perishables for 
Food Closet
Dec. 2:  It’s Christmas 
Somewhere; Bring non-
perishables for Food Closet
 I guessed right.  There 
are leaves to be raked.  The 
foliage is outstanding.  Many 
more bright red leaves than 
usual.
 We had some nice hobbies 
in September.  Among them 
were photos, scrapbooks 
and some neat Matchbox 
vehicles.
 N o v e m b e r  i s  f a s t 
approaching.  Remember 
to vote and have a happy 
turkey day.

Alma Graham
Legislative Director

Legislative@ctstategrange.org

 Right after last year’s 
session the legislative 
committee reviewed all of 
the resolutions from the 
session and incorporated 
the ones affecting legislative 
affairs into the Connecticut 
State Grange Legislative 
Policy Handbook.  Copies 
of this booklet were 
distributed to Governor 
Malloy, Lt. Governor 
Wyman and all members 
of the Connecticut General 
Assembly.
 Gordon Gibson was 
again our voice at the 
Capitol communicating 
our support or concerns on 
the various bills presented 
during the session.  This 
year he testifi ed on three 
bills.  The first bill was 
before the Environmental 
Committee.  Raise Bill 70, 
An Act Concerning the 
preservation of lands under 
control of the Department of 
Energy and Environmental 
P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Department of Agriculture.   
This bill authorized the 
Commissioner of Energy and 
Environmental Protection 
to designate areas of land 
that the State already 
owns as areas that must 
be preserved.  This was 
passed and signed by the 
Governor.

 The  second b i l l  we 
testifi ed on was before the 
Transportation Committee 
supporting Raised Bill 
5288, An Act Concerning 
Road Treatments.  This 
bill would have required 
the  Commiss i oner  o f 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation to do a study 
on the corrosive effects of 
the liquid road treatments 
on vehicles; this bill did not 
move out of committee and 
died.
 The  th i rd  b i l l  was 
before the Environmental 
Committee.  Raise Bill 
5419, an Act Concerning the 
preservation of the Savin 
Farm in Lebanon.  This 
bill allows the Department 
of Agriculture to grant 
preservation easements 
on the State owned Savin 
Farm.
 At the beginning of the 
year the Federal Farm 
Bill was fi nally passed by 
the National House and 
Senate.  This was a three 
year project with many 
legislators working to get 
the details together for 
its passage.  The bill is 
still being implemented 
nationally.  The State 
Grange sent letters to all of 
the Connecticut legislators 
encouraging the support of 
this bill.  
 National Grange did not 
host a Legislative Fly-In 
this year.  One was held 
by Potomac Grange in 
Washington as part of the 
regional youth conference 
but it was at a time that 
we were unable to attend.  
National Grange also had a 

change in their Legislative 
Directors during the year.  
The new director is Burton 
Eller.
 I attended the Northeast 
R e g i o n a l  L e a d e r s 
Conference that was held 
in Rhode Island this last 
January.  Gordon Gibson 
attended the Working Land 
Alliance annual meeting 
as well as their regular 
meetings during the year.  
The Grange is a partner 
of this organization.  He 
also, as an invited guest, 
attended an open house 
that was hosted by Rep. 
Penny Bacchiochi.  Both 
Gordon and I attended the 
Connecticut Agricultural 
Day that was held at the 
Capitol in March.  We 
spoke with many different 
legislators that day.  We 
were pleased that Governor 
Malloy and Commissioner 
Reviczky stopped by the 
Connecticut State Grange 
booth for a photo.
 I would like to thank 
our State President, Jody 
Cameron, for giving me 
this opportunity to serve as 
your Legislative Director 
for the last four years.  I 
also wish to extend thanks 
to my committee, Charles 
Dimmick, Russell Gray, 
George Ward, Earl Phillips 
and our liaison Gordon 
Gibson for their work and 
support.  We are proud 
that  the  Connect i cut 
State Grange is known 
and recognized by both 
our National and State 
legislators for our concern 
of rural issues.

Legislatively Speaking

Jeff Barnes handles a resolution on the fl oor.

Jody Cameron following the Sixth Degree.

The offi cers march in on Thursday evening.

The Nicholsons & Camerons following the Degree
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Eye on Communications
GLEANINGS FROM YOUR STATE PUBLIC RELTATE PUBLIC RELTA ATIONS TEAMATIONS TEAMA™™

Eye on
Communications
GLEANINGS FROM YOUR STATE PR TEAM
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